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Review of 2013 

Fundraiser 20 April ‘Game for a Laugh’ ‘A NIGHT OF NOSTALGIC MERRIMENT’ 

Continuing our theme of quizzes with a 

difference, around 50 supporters and 

friends played variations of traditional 

parlour games, this time for points.  

Old favourites resurrected, with a twist, 

included ‘egg and spoon race’, only this 

time the spoon was attached to string 

which had to be passed through the 

clothing of each team member in turn; the 

opportunity to have a flutter on the ‘beer 

bottle’ derby; ‘pass the parcel’, complete 

with forfeits (see above), and finally a 

‘Blue Peter’ round with teams each 

building famous landmarks in the village 

from cardboard and sticky tape (left). As 

always, competition was nicely balanced with laughter. 
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Poetry Evening 29 June 2013 St Mary`s Church Dunsfold 

The theme “Saints and Sinners” could not match the light touch of previous 

poetry evenings, but the scope, covering all human behaviour was enormous. The 

following are examples of the 26 readings. 

 

First, a magnificent extract from T S Eliot`s “Murder in the Cathedral”, descending to 

a description of various degrees of guilt, frailty or appalling behaviour in Oscar 

Wilde`s “Ballad of Reading Gaol”, “The Sloth” by Flanders & Swan , “Frankie and 

Johnny” and John Betjeman`s “Meditation on the A30”. The moral picture brightened 

with G B Shaw`s “St Joan” and 

“The Boy stood on the Burning 

Deck”. We then considered 

life`s journey with G K 

Chesterton`s “ The Donkey”, 

culminating in  “God`s 

Grandeur” by G M Hopkins.  

 

 

 

Thanks to all our readers, who had obviously taken great care to prepare their pieces  

– also to everyone else who contributed to an enjoyable and some times thought –

provoking occasion. A great plus was that a glorious June evening enabled us to 

sample the splendid refreshments outside in the churchyard during the interval. 

Finally, many thanks to Reverend Dr Stephen White for permitting us to use the 

church and for his help beforehand.     

 

John Jeffrey
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Fete 6 May 2013 

The sun shone down on 

Dunsfold as the community 

came together for the May 

Day village fete organised by 

the societies and 

organisations of the village. 

There was something for 

everyone whether you wanted 

to enjoy a burger and a 

Pimms or real Ale on a 

wonderfully sunny day, find a 

bargain on the White Elephant stall, try your lucky at the Tombola, have fun on the 

bouncy castle or enter your canine companion in the dog show. DADS contributed to 

the village event by running the traditional Splat the Rat and offering the village an 

insight into their future with our own Mystic May. 

 

BBQ 4th August 2013 

Once again DADS were blessed by 

glorious weather for the annual 

members BBQ this year, kindly hosted by 

Roy and Lynne Enticknap. Tony Cannings 

& Roy Enticknap once again cooked up a 

treat with committee members providing 

salads and puddings to finish off the 

feast.  

 

This annual event is a great opportunity for friends and supporters to relax and catch 

up on this informal occasion. 
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C A $ H   O N   D £ L I V £ R Y – 21-23 

November 2013  DADS Review 2013 

 

The hapless Eric Swan (Mike 

Jennings) lost his job several 

years ago and, since then, has 

survived by defrauding the DSS, 

claiming benefits for a host of 

fictitious lodgers, all suffering 

from a variety of ailments and 

with extended families equally 

afflicted. 

Terrified that his wife Linda (Georgie Trappen) will find out, he tries to extricate 

himself by killing off these make-believe claimants. But to his horror he finds that this 

entitles him (or 'them') to even more benefits from the ever-generous DSS. His 

genuine lodger Norman Bassett (Phil Travis) has to be drawn into the plot on the 

arrival of DSS inspector Mr Jenkins (David Airey) who needs a signature from yet 

another fictitious tenant. 

 

Mayhem ensues as the lies generate more lies and, in true farce tradition, we are 

whisked through a whirlwind of 

unconscious bodies, dead 

bodies, mistaken identities, 

cross-dressing and much to-ing 

and fro-ing through doors. It is 

all fiendishly complicated and 

the audience has to work 

almost as hard as the cast to 

keep up. There's bereavement 

counsellor kindly Sally 

Chessington (Gemma Versteeg), Linda's trying-to-be-helpful Doctor Chapman (Mary 
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Murphy), dignified undertaker Mrs Forbright (Gillian Kisch), fearsome Ms Cowper, Mr 

Jenkins' boss from the DSS (Mary Stiles), Brenda (Pip Ainsworth) Norman's confused 

fiancée who is alternately bereaved and relieved, and Uncle George. 

 

It was only on the day of the first performance that, having made it as far as the 

dress rehearsal, poor Uncle 

George (played by Ken 

Lindup) finally lost his voice 

along with his battle with a 

dreadful cold. With no 

understudy, it fell to David 

Burt to step into the 

breach. It was hard to 

believe he hadn't had one 

rehearsal and played the 

part with great comic timing, making the audience laugh so much they hardly 

noticed the script held in his hand as backup.   

 

The set was impressive and well able to withstand all the opening and closing of 

doors (see construction team, 

right). The cast was equally robust, 

coping at a great pace with an 

extremely funny but wordy and 

complex script. Joint directors Anne 

Cannings and Louise Enticknap had 

guided them well in an ambitious 

choice of production. By the end, I 

hope the cast will forgive me for 

saying they looked exhausted, as 

well they might. The audience too, if they were keeping up, probably had to go 

home and lie down! Well done, DADS. 

 Ena Richards 
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An Interview with Gemma Versteeg 

Many of you will know Gemma from Dunsfold shop. Following her critically acclaimed 

début with DADS in 2013, we asked her……………. 

Q: How did you get involved with DADS? 

A: I was involved in Amdram a lot when i was younger and kind of slowed 

down after I had children, but after having my arm slightly twisted by Mary-

Anne Pryor and hearing how good DADs was I thought I would give it a try.  

Q: What did you enjoy most about being in the 2013 production of Cash on 

Delivery? 

A: It was good getting to know the rest of the DADs team, especially the cast. 

 A mixture of nerves and excitement before performances is a great 

experience to share. 

Q: How do you learn your lines? 

A: My lines for COD weren't too hard as it was 

mostly conversation which meant my lines followed 

on from the person before in a normal 

conversational way.  I try to just learn blocks at time 

and Luke helped a lot, repetition is important. 

Q: What is the worse thing that has happened 

to you on stage? 

A: I once played a lady on the brink of suicide. I 

spent a whole act on stage with no words trying to 

kill myself in various ways, which failed, including 

hanging myself from a light.  I tied the rope round 

the light and it was meant to break off as I tugged it.  But on one of the 

nights it didn't break.  I thought I was actually going to get to the point of 

having the rope around my neck…….. 

Q: What advice would you give someone who was considering becoming a 

member of DADS? 

A: Try it. There are so many different aspects to it.  From being on stage to 

helping backstage and front of house it’s a brilliant way to get involved with 

Dunsfold life. 
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What’s Coming up for 2014 

 

AGM 17 February  - Nugent Room 8pm 

Come and join us for what we promise is a very social gathering, as the business 

of the evening is quickly replaced by an opportunity to meet new people and 

catch up with old friends over a glass or two and some nibbles. 

May Day Fete 5 May  

Once again DADS will be supporting this village event with Splat the Rat and 

Mystic May readings. We’d love to see you there, and if you can spare ½ hour to 

‘man’ Splat the Rat, we’d be delighted. 

Auditions – April / May 

We’re currently choosing this year’s production, and so keep a look out for the 

audition dates in the Parish Magazine and local Notice Boards. All welcome to 

read, even if you’re not sure you want a part.  

Poetry late June 

This year’s theme and venue are currently being agreed, and as usual we’d love 

to hear from you if you would like to read a poem. We usually offer a poem to 

read, and there’s no need to learn it off by heart. This is always a delightfully 

informal social event, and we hope for a fine summers evening once again. 

BBQ August 

Our only members-only event, a chance for Members and Patrons to relax to 

home cooked food provided by the Committee in pleasant outdoor surroundings. 

Renew your membership or join to be sure of an invite. Final date and venue tbc 

very soon. 

Our November Production - 20-22 November  

This year’s major production will be at the Winn Hall as usual. Whether you’ll be 

in the cast or in the audience, please put the dates in your diary now and we look 

forward to seeing you there. Casting should be complete by end of June (giving 

people a chance to learn lines over the summer) and rehearsals will start at the 

beginning of September. 
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Becoming a member 
 

If you would like to join in with DADS in any capacity, we’d love to hear from you, so 

please contact anyone on the committee (see details below). 

 

Your committee 

Louise Enticknap - Chairman 01483 200283 - louise.enticknap@btopenworld.com 

Gillian Kisch - Secretary – 01483 200252 - gilliankisch@btinternet.com 

Shirley Jeffrey - Treasurer – 01483 208302 - shirleyj@konekt.co.uk 

Anne Cannings - Committee member 

Roger Nash - Committee member 

Mary Hardcastle - Committee member 

David Airey - Committee member 

 

STOP PRESS – new website!! 

We’ve been working hard in the background (or at least Tony Cannings has!) to 

revamp and relaunch our website www.dadsweb.org . Work is ongoing, so please 

take a look. 

 

 


